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Yet another political party will soon be added to the long list of parties that already exists in
Nicaragua. The National Justice Party (Partido de Justicia Nacional, PJN) headed by Nicaraguan
evangelicals are in the final stages of winning legal recognition, and they plan to participate
in the 1996 general elections. Similar evangelical parties exist in Guatemala, El Salvador and
Panama. According to PJN president Jorge Diaz a prominent evangelical leader PJN officials
are currently working with authorities from the National Council of Political Parties (Consejo
Nacional de Partidos Politicos, CNPP) in order to assure compliance with all requirements for
party registration. "We are hopeful that we will be able to participate in the upcoming elections,"
said Diaz. "Although we don't want to be illusory, our goal is to win the largest number of seats
possible in the legislature." The PJN also hopes to win a large number of mayoral offices around
the country, according to Diaz. The strength of the evangelical vote has never been directly tested
in Nicaragua, given the absence of an explicitly evangelical party. During the 1980s, however,
Nicaragua ceased to be a predominantly Roman Catholic country, as evangelical churches rapidly
expanded their following. Evangelicals, affiliated with one of over 100 different denominations
which operate in the country, today account for an estimated 20% of the population. Nicaraguan
evangelicals also have a significant presence in the media, through ownership of a television station,
two radio stations, and dozens of print publications. PJN officials say their party platform is based
on the notion of a "government of national unity." In this scheme, the central government would
preside over the affairs of state on the basis of a series of "social pacts." The party is also calling
for a dramatic expansion of autonomy for municipal governments. According to Diaz, the PJN has
successfully recruited new members from among the ranks of the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN), as well as from the country's different liberal and conservative party factions. There
are currently 24 political parties with legal status in Nicaragua. The party which most recently
secured legal recognition was the Nicaraguan Resistance Party (Partido Resistencia Nicaraguense,
PRN), comprised of demobilized contra rebels. In addition to the PJN, several other groups are
currently involved in the process of securing legal recognition, including Eden Pastora's Democratic
Action (Accion Democratica, AD) party. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish
news service EFE, 07/11/93, 07/24/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

